partly related to the reader's field of interest. Thus a gastroenterologist may find 'Treatment in Gastroenterology' rather pedestrian with little major progress in the dissolution of gallstones, for example, since the fascinating subject was first excellently reviewed in the 1973 edition by the same author, Professor Dowling.
Moving outside his own speciality, however, he may be surprised by the exciting advances in what used to be considered the backwater of rheumatology or, even, the stagnant pool of dermatology. The stimulus to progress has obviously been the multidisciplinary approach, with particular emphasis on immunology and genetics, exemplified by Dr Panayi's paper on the pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis.
The cardiology section has a strong surgical bias. It describes the major advances in correction of congenital lesions which have radically altered their natural history and, as described by Dr Jane Somerville, have created problems in adulthood. The initial enthusiasm for, and uncritical acceptance of, coronary artery surgery is soberly, but hopefully, evaluated by Mr Keith Ross. The newer imaging techniques which may help to clarify selection and evaluation of such patients is discussed by Dr G J Davies.
Nephrology manages to avoid the usual immunologically orientated aspects and deals instead with a useful miscellany of therapeutically orientated topics. 
Berlin: Springer 1980
This magnificent book is one of nine volumes, either already produced or actively planned, which are aimed to present current operative techniques in the major fields of general, cardiac and vascular surgery. An important feature is the use of numerous large illustrations (paintings and photographs), many in colour, which place these books among the most beautifully illustrated texts in the field of modem surgical publishing.
The present volume covers the principal operations on the large bowel, rectum and anal canal, together with the surgery of pilonidal sinus and the appendix. Surgical anatomy, pathology, diagnosis, special investigations and surgical complications are considered, as well as detailed operative descriptions. The text is clearly written and printed and there is an excellent bibliography. An interesting feature is an historical introduction together with a list of important references to historic landmarks.
The operations concentrate on those commonly employed in the current practice of the Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, and reflect some minor differences in the surgical scene between our two countries. Thus, moving the patient onto his side for the perineal part of the abdominoperineal excision of the rectum is preferred to the usual synchronous combined procedure which is favoured on this side of the Atlantic. The treatment of minor anal conditions and of pilonidal sinus tends to be rather more radical than the more conservative outpatient management so often employed in the UK. This volume will appeal immensely to surgeons, both in training and in consultant practice. It is a pleasure both to handle and to refer to it.
HAROLD ELLIS

Professor ofSurgery Westminster MedicalSchool, London
Human Physical Growth This is an altogether first class volume, which is easy to read and thoroughly up to date. It should be in every medical and especially paediatric library. The editors deserve congratulations for the quality of the book and for making it available to those who did not attend the conference. This has provided preclinical students with some experience of the disciplines of psychology, sociology and, to a lesser extent, anthropology and ethnology, which it is hoped will enable students to develop a balanced view of the human organism in both health and disease. This textbook, written by two lecturers in behavioural science at the University of Adelaide, is intended mainly for medical students, but will also be of interest to students of related health professions. It draws its material mainly from the fields of psychology and sociology and emphasizes the cognitive behaviourist approach at the expense of the psychoanalytic viewpoint. It is concerned with human behaviour in health as well as in illness and aims to provide the conceptual tools to enable students to understand the principles of human behaviour underlying such diverse areas as patient compliance, behaviour modification and preventive medicine.
The text is not broken with any illustrations or diagrams which renders it somewhat heavy going. Each chapter helpfully ends with a summary, a list of key terms and concepts, as well as suggested exercises, making use of the material contained within the chapter. In addition to the bibliography there are suggestions for further reading. This textbook would be most useful as the course book for the behavioural science programme in medical schools and as such is to be recommended.
EDWARD STONEHILL
Consultant Psychiatrist Central Middlesex Hospital. London
Oinical Cardiac Electrophysiology ME Josephson & S F Seides pp 318 £16 London: Henry Kimpton 1979 The literature about the electrocardiograph and its interpretations must be amongst the most complete of any investigative technique which has ever been developed. The ECG, an instrument of the last century and an entirely diagnostic tool, is still yielding more and more information noninvasively about the heart. It is interesting to note that if the ECG were produced today as a new noninvasive instrument, it is doubtful whether it would pass the stringent requirements now placed on any new noninvasive cardiodiagnostic devices.
It is only because of the mass of empirical information and the huge literature that the ECG continues to be of interest.
By the time I had finished reading this book, which I had intended to read only from the point of view of a reviewer, I had become deeply engrossed in it. I have learned a great deal from it, not particularly because it contains a mass of new information but mainly because the facts are so well marshalled and lucidly explained.
For the main part, the extremely comprehensive references are referred to entirely by number. I can find no aspect of electrocardiography which is not handled satisfactorily in this book. I therefore recommend it as a definitive work on the subject. Medicine is, indeed, fortunate that there are people like M Josephson and Stuart Seides, the authors of this book, who are prepared to produce a labour of love of this kind. New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts 1980 'Pathology Annual' has established itself as a regular provider of about fifteen review-type articles on matters mainly histopathological, but is a second part justified?
The contributions are almost all American, and many are not strong in general interest or practical importance. There are methodological chapters on quantitive cytology, xenotransplanted tumours and the ultrastructure of Crohn's disease (with its 1000 word summary). Sections on the pathology of the vessels in the end-stage dialysis kidney and the intramural coronary arteries read like MD theses; these are followed by shorter discussions of rare tumours such as salivary gland lymphomas, tumours of the heart and the history and histogenesis of Brenner tumours which we will file but may not feel that we must immediately read. Two articles on liver disease are of more interest and we can be grateful for the useful, concise resume of Legion' naire's disease which compresses five years of knowledge into seven pages of text. The final article is a tongue-in-cheek 'send-up' of book reviews which heavy-handedly kills off an old joke.
Histopathologists and others who have enjoyed 'Pathology Annual' in previous years may be disappointed by this volume and think that one annual a year is enough. On its penultimate page it writes its own epitaph: 'There is about as much need for this volume as for another inch on the end of one's nose'.
RABDRURY
Consultant Histopathologist Plymouth General Hospital. Devon
The The 1979 'Year Book of Cancer' presents a comprehensive review of 282 articles abstracted by a 1M-member editorial board, the choice being made from 25 000 articles on cancer topics. The editorial board is mainly American, and hence many of the papers abstracted are from that country. The objective is to present under 32 sections, subjects relating to the causes, prevention. detection and treatment ofcancer; a new important
